
Case 1:12-cv-09388-JMF   Document 1    Filed 12/26/12   Page 1 of 12



2

seeking the forfeiture of the following property: 

A. $201,166.08 in United States currency representing funds 
 formerly on deposit at Citibank, N.A. Account No. 
 80606060, held in the name of Timothy Garcia (the 
 “Timothy Garcia Account”), and 

B. $44,354.86 in United States currency representing funds 
 formerly on deposit at Citibank (West), F.S.B. Account No. 
 500228358, in the name of IJT Access Worldwide (the 
 “I.J.T. Access Account”) 

(A and B collectively the “Defendant Property”). 

  2. This Court has jurisdiction pursuant to Title 28, United States Code, 

Sections 1345 and 1355. 

  3. Venue is proper under Title 28, United States Code, Section 1355(b)(1)(A) 

because acts and omissions giving rise to forfeiture took place in the Southern District of New 

York.

  4.   The Defendant Property is presently being held by the United States 

Customs and Border Protection pending further court order. 

II.  PROBABLE CAUSE FOR FORFEITURE 

  5. The Defendant Property represents monies derived from offenses against 

the Philippines, namely bribery of a public official in the Philippines and/or the 

misappropriation, theft or embezzlement of public funds in the Philippines for the benefit of a 

public official.

A. The Philippines Investigation and Complaint 

  6. On or about September 27, 2004, the Philippine Ombudsman Office filed 

a complaint (the “Philippine Complaint”) against Carlos Garcia (“General Garcia”), a 2 star 
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general in the Philippine Armed Forces, alleging criminal and administrative charges, namely 

that General Garcia committed perjury and made a false declaration on his Statement of Assets, 

Liabilities and Net Worth, in violation of Sec. 8, in relation to Sec. 11 of RA 6713; Article 183 

of the Revised Penal Code; and Sec. 52A, paragraphs (1) Dishonesty, (3) Grave Misconduct, and 

(20) Conduct Prejudicial to the Best Interest of the Service under the Civil Service Law.

  7. The Philippine Complaint details the significant discrepancies in General 

Garcia’s legitimate reported income, in particular the significant wealth/assets that General 

Garcia and his family had amassed in the form of deposits in banks, undeclared cash holdings, 

acquisition of real property, and other personal property, including property in the United States, 

which are disproportionate to his and his family’s legitimate income.  

  8. According to the Philippine Complaint, General Garcia’s primary sources 

of legitimate income were his salary and the fee/allowances he received as a Trustee of the 

Armed Forces of the Philippines Savings and Loan Association (“AFPSLAI”).  The Philippine 

Complaint states the General Garcia’s salary for 2001 and 2002 was PHP 170,361.95 

(approximately $3,097 in United States currency) and PHP 198,708.47 (approximately $3,612 in 

United States currency).  In 2001, 2002 and 2003, General Garcia received PHP 460,333.34 

(approximately $8,369 in United States currency), PHP 767,000.00 (approximately $13,945 in 

United States currency), and PHP 754,000.00 (approximately $13,709 in United States 

currency), respectively, from the AFPSLAI. 

  9. The Philippine Complaint concluded that General Garcia and his family 

have approximately PHP 47,000,000.000 (approximately $845,000 in United States currency) of 
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undeclared assets in the Philippines, not including the value of their undeclared assets in the 

United States, which amount to approximately $1,420,000.00 in United States currency. 

  10. According to documents obtained from the Philippines authorities, the 

Philippines also investigated General Garcia and his immediate family for violating the 

Philippine Republic Act (“RA”) 3019, otherwise known as the Anti-Graft and Corrupt Practices 

Act, as amended, and for violating RA 7080, otherwise known as the Anti-Plunder Act. 

  11. Based on the information received by United States law enforcement from 

the Philippine investigation and the sworn statement by General Garcia’s wife, described below, 

the funds that were transferred to the United States by the Garcia family were the proceeds of 

bribes accepted by General Garcia and/or the misappropriation, theft or embezzlement of public 

funds by General Garcia. 

B. San Francisco Currency Seizure 

  12. On December 19, 2003, General Garcia’s sons, Juan Paulo Garcia (“Juan 

Garcia”) and Ian Carl Garcia (“Ian Garcia”) (collectively the “Garcia Brothers”), were examined 

by agents of the Customs and Border Protection (“CBP”) as they arrived at the San Francisco 

International Airport from Manila, Philippines.  The Garcia Brothers claimed that they were 

carrying a total of $1,000 in cash.  During the examination, CBP agents discovered $100,000 in 

cash concealed in the Garcia Brothers’ jacket, shoes and bag (the “San Francisco Currency”).

Juan Garcia told the CBP agents that his mother, Clarita Garcia, General Garcia’s wife, had 

packed the luggage and told him not to declare the San Francisco Currency.  The CBP agents 

seized the San Francisco Currency.   
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