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UK Court May Restart $145m Ibori Asset-Confiscation Case
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A British court hearing in which prosecutors were

seeking the confiscation of 90 million pounds ($145

million) in assets they say belong to a former governor

of Delta state, Chief James Ibori ended inconclusively on

Monday and will start afresh next year.

There was shock and disbelief all around Southwark

Crown Court’s Courtroom 14, London on Monday as the

assets confiscation hearing proceedings of the jailed former governor came to an abrupt end. The hearing,

which was about a day or two to close, was halted when Ibori’s team disputed the quantity of benefits he

obtained out of the £89 million assets the Crown prosecutors want him to forfeit.

Meanwhile, counsel to the former governor, Ivan Krolick, revealed in court that Ibori will be entitled to a day

release – when he can be electronically tagged and allowed to go and spend the weekend with his family at a

UK address – in December 2014 and early release on March 26, 2016, and that “Mr. Ibori cannot be categorised

a criminal.”

Krolick  started the first half of his closing submission on Friday and should have rounded off and pave the way

for the prosecution to make their closing submission. However, the defence not only argued robustly against the

quantity of benefits, which the former governor had obtained, but were also claiming that the prosecution had

not really proved their client was guilty of some of his money laundering charges for which he was jailed for 13

years last year.

Krolick had been disputing the quantity of Ibori’s benefits and also questioning the guilty pleas on some of the

charges Ibori entered under the guidance of his former barrister, Nicholas Purnell. Upon listening to the

arguments of Krolick, not only did the prosecution see that as a window of opportunity to prove the case, the

Judge, Anthony Pitts, confessed that he couldn’t do a good job without giving thought to seeing all the necessary

evidence for the case.

Krolick even wanted to backpedal, and even went on and said: “Your Honor, we’re not even suggesting that

witnesses are required,” and that he wasn’t actually saying:” that Mr. Ibori was not guilty, but that Mr. Ibori did not

obtain what the Crown said he obtained.” Speaking further,

Krolick added,” we don’t ask for further evidence,” and neither have we “ambushed the Crown. My respectful

submission is that this is a case where the evidence has closed.”

Pitts continued: “I need a better grip on evidence,” and admitted that it is a regret that: “We didn’t get a trial,

because Mr. James Ibori offered a guilty plea.”

Amidst the deafening silence that gripped the courtroom, Pitts spoke further and admitted that “the case

requires a decision from me,” and that could only happen “with proper understanding and details of evidence.

Moreover, I need to have some evidence put before me, so as to be in a position, to make an informed
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decision.”

In view of this, Pitts ruled that: “I’m going to adjourn these proceedings and to be brought back before me as

early as possible, early next year.” Krolick, however, protested against halting the proceedings, saying, “we do

not say the conviction should go, we do not attack the conviction, we are only asking what Mr. Ibori obtained.”

Crown prosecutor, Sasha Wass, then told the court that the Crown had always wanted to call evidence, anyway

and that if the case goes back to square one, “it will include getting witnesses here from Nigeria.” As a result,

she told the Judge, “we would ask that these proceedings are brought to a halt and the case be listed to when

we get our witnesses here.”

After open consultation between both the defence team and Crown prosecutors, a new date, December 9, was

fixed for preliminary hearing and it is only then that both parties will know whether there will be a fresh trial or

not.

James Ibori, who was governor of oil-producing Delta State in southern Nigeria from 1999 to 2007, is serving a

13-year jail sentence in a British jail after pleading guilty in February 2012 to 10 counts of fraud and money-

laundering. Once an influential power-broker at the heart of Nigeria’s ruling party, he is by far the most senior

politician to be held accountable for the corruption that has blighted Africa’s most populous nation and top oil

producer for decades.

Related posts

ChannelsTV Posts Calender

OCTOBER 2013

M T W T F S S

« Sep  Nov »

 1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31  

Share

PROGRAMS LOCAL BUSINESS POLITICS SPORTS HEALTH ENTERTAINMENT AFRICA WORLD NEWS VIDEOS LIVE INFO TECH

http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/08/kogi-state-government-raises-flood-alert/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/08/senate-summons-aviation-minister-to-explain-plane-crashes/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/09/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/11/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/01/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/02/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/03/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/04/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/05/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/06/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/07/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/08/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/09/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/10/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/11/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/12/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/13/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/14/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/15/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/16/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/17/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/18/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/19/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/20/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/21/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/22/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/23/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/24/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/25/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/26/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/27/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/28/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/29/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/30/
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/31/
javascript:void(0);
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CtNZtZ56CUs-EB5G0kwS8mIGoAf6t6okE1obqmWPAjbcBEAEg__KgGlD_ldbVAmDJhqOH1KOAEKABkreh6QPIAQKoAwHIA9EEqgTGAU_Qq880C8GcvfEy6tdGgYd_5_o68CKPvHDmKMEcJbmrCNojDjaLCotabu4hYm7zEQAb0GgsSg7SvkiDA-x3XqDl3VT443rkNghMSNGS0kKADu-xJdKdOZncUQqlTtUn-ANgqKTz66LZ9bkdWvQSWiZLkaABDSxN_huLTIYsq3jhFhbZ_zIn9z3UuNIsLcpLj290PKAX6RUOkchRSONVmc9ZgAR4diT9KiVmNIHIyKf9YoH-dL-Qew0xkoCd54t-op9wKh0ljIgGAaAGAoAH1sjeFg&num=1&cid=5GjGr0V4NIPESq3GXRAkwn6y&sig=AOD64_0EZCkyjmsYjh7Pl9E_6JRt_qIaqg&client=ca-pub-8675631753543209&adurl=http://download.televisionfanatic.com/index.jhtml%3Fspu%3Dtrue%26partner%3DXPxdm044


11/12/13 UK Court May Restart $145m Ibori Asset-Confiscation Case – www.channelstv.com

www.channelstv.com/home/2013/10/08/uk-court-may-restart-145m-ibori-asset-confiscation-case/ 3/3

0 comments

WHAT 'S  T HIS?AROUND THE WEB

ALSO ON CHANNELS TELEVISION

PDP Leaders Ask Court To Restrain

Jonathan From Contesting …  1 comment

Anambra Governorship Candidate Reel

Out Campaign Promises 1 comment

National Conference: Buy The Idea,

Ignore The Intention – …  2 comments

Boko Haram: Committee Submits Report

To Jonathan 1 comment

Leave a message...

Best Community  Share

No one has commented yet.

Middle Class To Be

Crushed By Obamacare

Taxes 

Money Morning

The Unbelievable Thing

Firefox Is Doing Now 

OPEN Forum

50 Best Pizzas in America:

One from Every State 

Zagat

Subs cribe Add Dis qus  to  your s i te

0

Contact us  |  +23412131214 © 2013 Channels Incorporated Limited - Powered by IDS Africa Limited

http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.channelstv.com%2Fhome%2F2013%2F11%2F11%2Fpdp-leaders-ask-court-to-restrain-jonathan-from-contesting-2015-election%2F%3A9aWcqc8EsIF7E5e8gY8FqcyVwwo&imp=3udrlbla0s57i&forum_id=1423907&forum=channelstelevision&thread_id=1836858298&major_version=midway&bin=embed%3Apromoted_discovery%3Atempest%3Athumbnails%3Aactive&thread=1956586900&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.channelstv.com%2Fhome%2F2013%2F11%2F09%2Fanambra-governorship-candidate-reel-out-campaign-promises%2F%3AZi2eotooXq4sLKMmmloKZ4R_Zvs&imp=3udrlbla0s57i&forum_id=1423907&forum=channelstelevision&thread_id=1836858298&major_version=midway&bin=embed%3Apromoted_discovery%3Atempest%3Athumbnails%3Aactive&thread=1951537545&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.channelstv.com%2Fhome%2F2013%2F11%2F11%2Fnational-conference-buy-the-idea-ignore-the-intention-ojekunle%2F%3A-i7LKDKSlzcCm4Be870NdbtRMA0&imp=3udrlbla0s57i&forum_id=1423907&forum=channelstelevision&thread_id=1836858298&major_version=midway&bin=embed%3Apromoted_discovery%3Atempest%3Athumbnails%3Aactive&thread=1956070542&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.channelstv.com%2Fhome%2F2013%2F11%2F05%2Fboko-haram-committee-submits-report-to-jonathan%2F%3AJzG1my032Xfymx_WdCYEWml0TpE&imp=3udrlbla0s57i&forum_id=1423907&forum=channelstelevision&thread_id=1836858298&major_version=midway&bin=embed%3Apromoted_discovery%3Atempest%3Athumbnails%3Aactive&thread=1939195271&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmoneymorning.com%2Fob-article%2Fobamacare-taxes.php%3Fcode%3Ddis-oc-taxes%3Ao1GnZBLpuFmKPvc7BBOwm8d6QEw&imp=3udrlbla0s57i&forum_id=1423907&forum=channelstelevision&thread_id=1836858298&major_version=midway&bin=embed%3Apromoted_discovery%3Atempest%3Athumbnails%3Aactive&zone=promoted_discovery&advertisement_id=97620&brand=Money%20Morning&headline=Middle%20Class%20To%20Be%20Crushed%20By%20Obamacare%20Taxes
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.openforum.com%2Farticles%2Fthe-unbelievable-thing-firefox-is-doing-now%2F%3Fextlink%3Dof-syndication-dsq-p%3Ag6_XUtEm4_erRt1DgX-fp1L4Cmc&imp=3udrlbla0s57i&forum_id=1423907&forum=channelstelevision&thread_id=1836858298&major_version=midway&bin=embed%3Apromoted_discovery%3Atempest%3Athumbnails%3Aactive&zone=promoted_discovery&advertisement_id=97434&brand=OPEN%20Forum&headline=The%20Unbelievable%20Thing%20Firefox%20Is%20Doing%20Now
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zagat.com%2Fb%2F50-state-50-pizzas%3Futm_source%3Ddisqus%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3Ddesktopbuzz%3AXCGHW1jSiuoH6OoSWbwNd7XMJx4&imp=3udrlbla0s57i&forum_id=1423907&forum=channelstelevision&thread_id=1836858298&major_version=midway&bin=embed%3Apromoted_discovery%3Atempest%3Athumbnails%3Aactive&zone=promoted_discovery&advertisement_id=97475&brand=Zagat&headline=50%20Best%20Pizzas%20in%20America%3A%20One%20from%20Every%20State
http://disqus.com/
https://disqus.com/websites/?utm_source=channelstelevision&utm_medium=Disqus-Footer
http://www.channelstv.com/home/contactus/
http://www.twitter.com/channels_tv
http://www.facebook.com/channelsforum
https://plus.google.com/u/0/+ChannelsTelevision/posts
http://www.youtube.com/subscription_center?add_user=channelsweb
http://www.channelstv.com/home/feed/
http://www.channelstv.com/

